
Welcome to the Mass Communication Foundations - Broadcast Journalism Course 

DESCRIPTION 

Welcome to the Mass Communication Foundations – Broadcast Journalism Course (MCF-BJ). 
In this course, students will learn and apply the principles of broadcast journalism and radio 
production. Emphasizing attention to process and storytelling, students apply critical thinking 
and their knowledge of the laws and policies governing the use of copyrighted materials to 
create and produce entry-level quality video and radio products. 

The broadcast journalism curriculum builds on the storytelling foundation achieved in the Mass 
Communication Foundations (MCF) course. The lessons further promote a clear understanding 
of the fundamentals of video spot and radio production and the tools necessary to connect with 
the audience. Throughout the course, students will refine and strengthen their writing skills from 
MCF by learning and applying various broadcast writing techniques to write news stories, news 
features, as well radio spots and music shows. Students write scripts and other broadcast 
writing products, and use professional quality equipment to produce products for use in multiple 
media platforms. 

Students will synthesize current theories and best practices of aural and visual media and 
record, shoot, edit to create creative audio and video products. Students learn about the 
different types of media, and identify the appropriate strategy and approach to effectively 
communicate themes and messages, and create compelling products that focus on command 
information to keep target audiences informed. 

COURSE EVENTS 

The first portion of MCF-BJ will focus on providing necessary instruction to assist students' 
capability to produce effective, memorable audio and video content. Students will also complete 
multiple assignments to ensure they have a firm understanding of the basic technical skills 
required to perform various audio and video projects. The second portion of the course consists 
of a concentration on radio skills to measure students’ ability to be effective, informative and 
entertaining communicators. 

This course requires students to coordinate content on their own. Time is spent gathering 
content and working under intense deadlines. Please be mindful of all COVID precautions while 
on location and working with subjects. Ensure social distancing, proper mask wear, and hand 
washing. Students’ safety is paramount. 

ITEMS TO CONSIDER 

Students will be provided with a laptop and DSLR camera kit. 

MCF-BJ classroom instruction includes training in written communication and audio and video 
production. It is beneficial for students to have a working understanding of Adobe Audition and 
Adobe Premiere Pro. 



Current as of 30 Sept 2021 

UNIFORM 

Students will observe the uniform policies set by service detachments. Along with service 
detachment policies, it is required that you bring your “Class B” or service equivalent uniform. 
Students are required to wear this uniform on the last Friday of every month.    

QUESTIONS 

Please work with your training POC in your organization with any questions or concerns. 
You can also contact the DINFOS Registrar (dma.meade.dinfos.list.registrar@mail.mil) and 
your student service detachment on Fort Meade for any orders/logistics/service-related 
concerns.  

Once again, welcome to MCF-BJ. We are looking forward to meeting you. 

DINFOS 
“Strength Through Truth” 

https://www.dinfos.dma.mil/Student-Info/Service-In-processing/Service-Detachments/
mailto:dma.meade.dinfos.list.academic-records@mail.mil

